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to realize. And we haven’t done all this work,
to get the country up to the point where it’s
working, to go into reverse. We need to con-
tinue to change, but we need to change from
the base of what is working.

There’s still a lot of poor people in this
country. There’s still too many poor children
in this country. There’s still places, from the
Indian reservations to the Mississippi Delta,
to the inner cities, to the rural farming com-
munities, and the little towns that have lost
their industries, that haven’t felt this recov-
ery. There are still too many working people
who don’t have any insurance for their chil-
dren. There are still significant environ-
mental challenges. There are still enormous
opportunities out there. We’re trying to get
funding for the next generation of the Inter-
net, because it’s becoming so clogged. The
fastest growing instrument of human com-
munication in history. Everyone knows we
need a next generation; everyone knows we
need some Government money to fund the
basic investment. Their party’s against fund-
ing it; our party’s for it. We want to rehabili-
tate 6,000 schools. They want to rehabilitate
600 schools. We want to put 100,000 teachers
out there to make classes smaller so our chil-
dren will learn more. They don’t want to do
that.

There are significant differences. They are
huge. And they will affect the lives of every
family in America.

So what I want you to say is that every
race is important. This one’s really important,
and she is superbly qualified. That we now
are not making an argument to the American
people; we are taking the evidence to them.
And we have to remind them of what it was
like before, so they can remember the dif-
ference.

It really matters who’s in the Congress,
and what decisions are made on any given
issue. And as someone who—probably I’m
the only person in this room that can’t run
for office again, or for the first time—[laugh-
ter]—my interest is seeing my country do
well. That’s what I want.

Yes, I think the world of Regina. And yes,
I feel very loyal to my party. But we have
delivered for this country. And there is so
much more to do. There are still vulnerable
people. There are still unseized opportuni-

ties. And there’s still a lot of change to make,
but it needs to be the right kind. And if you
want it made, you need to send her to Con-
gress.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:14 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to re-
ception hosts Representative Lloyd Doggett and
his wife, Elizabeth; and Mrs. Coggins’ husband,
Paul Coggins, U.S. Attorney for the Northern Dis-
trict of Texas. Mrs. Coggins is a candidate for Con-
gress in Texas’ Fifth Congressional District. This
transcript was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on September 22.
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U.S. Lawsuit Against the Major Tobacco
Companies

The President. Good afternoon. Last Jan-
uary, in my State of the Union Address, I
announced that the Justice Department was
preparing a litigation plan to recover the
costs of smoking-related illnesses. Over the
years, smoking-related illnesses have cost tax-
payers billions of dollars through Medicare,
veterans’ health, and other federal health
programs.

Today the Justice Department declared
that the United States is, in fact, filing suit
against the major tobacco companies to re-
cover the cost borne by taxpayers. I believe
it’s the right thing to do. The tobacco compa-
nies should answer to the taxpayers for their
actions. The taxpayers of our country should
have their day in court.

Thank you very much.
Q. Mr. President, the tobacco companies

say this lawsuit is pure politics, sir. What do
you say?

The President. Well, if you look at the
record of this administration, we’ve been out
there on this issue a very long time. No one
else ever tried to do that. We did our best
to work with them and with the Congress
to resolve many of these matters legislatively,
and they declined. And I believe this is the
appropriate thing to do.
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North Korean Moratorium on Missile
Testing

Q. Do you think the North Koreans, sir,
are going to stick to their moratorium on mis-
sile testing now, after the lifting of sanctions?

The President. I do. And of course, if the
future proves otherwise, then there are al-
ways other options open to us. But former
Defense Secretary Bill Perry, and others who
worked with him, worked very hard on this,
and then our negotiator in Berlin did a very
good job. We worked very closely with the
Japanese and with the South Koreans on this
approach. They are agreed with it. And it
offers the most promising opportunity to lift
the cloud of uncertainty and insecurity and
danger that otherwise would hand over that
whole region, including the American service
men and women who are there.

So I’m very, very hopeful about it. If it
works, it does; if it doesn’t, then there will
be other options open to us.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5.45 p.m in the
West Portico at the White House.

Statement on the United States
Lawsuit Against Major Tobacco
Companies

September 22, 1999

Today the Justice Department announced
that the United States is filing suit against
the major tobacco companies to recover the
costs of smoking-related illnesses. As I said
in my State of the Union Address in January,
smoking has cost taxpayers billions of dollars
through Medicare, veterans’ health, and
other Federal health care programs. The Jus-
tice Department is taking the right course
of action. It is time for America’s taxpayers
to have their day in court.

Memorandum on United States
Contributions to the International
Fund for Ireland
September 22, 1999

Presidential Determination No. 99–41

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Certification to Permit U.S.
Contributions to the International Fund for
Ireland with Fiscal Year 1998 and 1999
Funds

Pursuant to section 5(c) of the Anglo-Irish
Agreement Support Act of 1986 (Public Law
99–415), as amended in section 2811 of the
Omnibus Consolidated and Emergency Sup-
plemental Appropriations Act, 1999 (Public
Law 105–277), I hereby certify that I am sat-
isfied that: (1) the Board of the International
Fund for Ireland, as a whole, is broadly rep-
resentative of the interests of the commu-
nities in Ireland and Northern Ireland; and
(2) disbursements from the International
Fund (a) will be distributed to individuals
and entities whose practices are consistent
with principles of economic justice; and (b)
will address the needs of both communities
in Northern Ireland and will create employ-
ment opportunities in regions and commu-
nities of Northern Ireland suffering from
high rates of unemployment.

You are authorized and directed to trans-
mit this determination, together with the at-
tached statement setting forth a detailed ex-
planation of the basis for this certification,
to the Congress.

This determination shall be effective im-
mediately and shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register.

William J. Clinton

Remarks at a Gore 2000 Reception
September 22, 1999

Thank you, Peter. A lot of you know I’ve
been hoarse, so for me, less will be more,


